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SAS  tJZ.  AR. 


Of  such.  Societies ’fl.}  /epX>rt£ri  theiir  .nurai/ers  and  locations  to  the 
Committee  on  Reports. 


Counties. 

Names  of  the  Societies. 

1 Mem. 

JUNIATA, 

Thompsontown  Temp.  Soc., 

93 

ADAMS, 

Washington  T.  S.  of  Gettys’g, 

81 

CUMB'RVD, 

Cumberi’d  Co.  Temp.  Society, 

486 

do 

Dickinson  College  T.  Society, 

75 

do 

Shippensburg  Temp.  Associ’n, 

275 

do 

Shiremanstown  Temp. Society, 

53 

do 

Union  T.  .\b.  Soc.  ofCarlisle, 

550 

do 

Walnut  Grove  Temp.  Socictv, 

65 

PERRY, 

1.3  Societies  in  all. 

1402 

CHESTER, 

Cochranville  Temp.  Society, 

100 

do 

Londonderry  Temp.  Society, 

100 

do 

Penn  Township  Temp.  Soc., 

1.35 

do 

New  London  Temp.  Society, 

3.3.5 

do 

Charlestown  Temp.  Society, 

250 

DA  UPHIN, 

Wash.  T.  Soc.  of  Harrisburg, 

650 

do 

y^.  M.  (Sf  r . L.  '1'.  A . S.  of  Har. 

476 

do 

Tot.  Ab.  Beneficial  Soc.  ofll., 

150 

do 

MarthaWashington  T.S.oflL, 

284 

do 

Dauphin  I'cmp.  Society, 

81 

do 

iViillcrsburg  'i'emp.  Society, 

30 

do 

Middle  Paxton  'I'emp.  Soc. 

70 

LANCASI'R, 

Churchtown  Temp.  Society, 

100 

do 

Bellevue  Tot.  Ab.  Society, 

143 

do 

Wash.  T.  A.  Soc.  of  Columbia, 

200 

do 

Wash.  T.  S.  of  LancasterCity , 

400 

YORK, 

York  Temperance  Society, 

214 

LUZERNE, 

F rom  Wilksbarre,  (by  letter,) 

855 

BUCKS, 

Penn  Temp.  Association, 

166 

PHIL  AD' A, 

Holmcsburg  Temp.  Assoc., 

322 

do 

Franklin  Ben.  Society, 

300 

do 

First  Levin  Tot.  Ab.  Society, 

213 

do  Cilt), 

Wash.  ^ Penn  T.  S.  Sf  Aux’s, 

860 

LEBANON, 

Benev.  T.  Ass.  oflicbanon. 

250 

CLINTON, 

Lock  Haven  Temp.  Society, 

180 

DELAWARE 

Delaware  Co:,  27  Societies.  1 

3257  1 

Representatives. 


Wm.  A.  Kinsloe,  Sec. 
John  Sanders,  Del. 
M.  Caldwell,  Del. 

.1.  W.  Ton£;ue,  Del. 
Rev.A.H.Crcmer,Sec. 
Bailey  Mateer,  See. 
Wm.  H.  Miller,  Del. 
Sami.  Bowman,  Del. 
Not  given. 

Ezra  Gray,  Sec. 

Jos.  Ramsey,  Sec. 
Allen  Gavvthrop,  Del. 
Scott  Graham,  Sec. 

E.  A.  Auld,  Del. 

John  Ilaviland,  Sec. 
Rod.  F.  Kellter,  Sec. 
David  Fleming,  Sec. 
Mrs.  J.F.  Mcsick,  See. 
Wm.  Bryson,  Sec. 

E.  Reid,  President. 

J.  W.  Parks,  Sec. 

J.  B.  Jacobs,  Del. 

S.  M.  Crawford,  Dol. 

S Jenkins,  Del. 

C.  W.  Appleton,  Sec. 
Philip  Frank,  jr..  Sec. 
C.  E.  Babb,  Sec. 

J.  S.  Stackhouse,  Sec. 
F’.  Shaw,  Secretary. 

J.  W.  Ryan,  Del 
M.  R.  Keyser,  Del.  ' 
L.  C . Levin,  Esq.,  Del. 
Anthony  S.  Ely,  Del. 

T.  P.  Simmons,  Del. 
Jos.  Engle,’  Esq.,  Del. 


N.  B.  The  above  statement  has  been  prefixed  to  the  Minutes  only  at  the  re- 
quest of  some  of  the  delegates  who  had  corr.e  prepared  to  make  their  reports, 
and  does  not  by  any  means  give  a eorrect  idea  of  the  number  of  members  of 
Temperance  Societies  represented  in  the  Convention. 


TEMPERANCE  CONVENTION. 


II ARRIS  BURG,  January  12,  1842. 

The  Delegates  to  the  State  Temperance  Convention  assembled 
this  morning  at  11  o’clock,  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  were  organ- 
ized by  the  appointment  of  Hon.  John  C.  Bucher,  Chairman,  and 
Rudolph  F.  Kelker  and  John  Haviland,  Secretaries. 

On  motion. 

The  Rev.  J.  Woolson  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  then  presented  their  credentials* 
which  were  accepted,  to  wit : 

ADAMS  COUNTY, 

Gettysburg  Washington  Temperance  Society — John  Sanders, 
ALLEGHENY  COUNTY. 

■Washington  Total  Abstinence  Society — Wm.  Kearns. 

BRADFORD  COUNTY. 

Bradford  County  Temperance  Society — Col.  Seth  Salisbury. 

6 BUCKS  COUNTY. 

, ! Penn  Temperance  Association— Leonard^Jewell. 
cj  BUTLER  COUNTY. 

Washington  Temperance  Society— Wm.  R.  Potts,  C.  C.  Sullivan, 
S.  M.  Lane,  Joseph  McMurtrie. 

CHESTER  COUNTY. 

Marlboro’ Temperance  Society  ) p p 
Unionville  Temperance  Society  S ' ’ 

Cochranville  Temperance  Society — Ezra  Gray. 

Coatsville  Temperance  Society — Geo.  Fleming. 

Harmony  and  Glassley  Temperance  Societies — Rev.  Isaac  N.  Ho- 
bart. 

Londonderry  Township  Temperance  Society — Geo.  Palmer, 

Locust  Grove  Temperance  Society — James  B.  Mannar. 

Penn  Township  Temperance  Society — Allen  Gawthrop. 

Chester  County  Temperance  Society — Wm.  K.  Corey  and  Ezra 
Gray. 

West  Nantville  Temperance  Society — John  D.  Mendenhall. 

Charlestown  Temperance  Society — E.  A.  Auld. 

CLINTON  COUNTY. 

LockHaven  Temperance  Society — Thomas  P.  Simmons,  C.  D.  El- 
dred,  J.  F.  Wilbur,  Wm.  Morrison. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

Union  Total  Abstinence  Society  of  Carlisle — P.  R Cortee,  Wm. 
H.  Miller,  (ofThos,  C.)  Wm.  H.  Anderson,  Wm.  P.  Miller,  Henry 
Anderson,  D.  Dinkle,  Jacob  Rheem,  William  Miles,  John  Zerman, 

Hoguestown  Temperance  Society — Geo.  Bidleman,  John  Feirod. 
Joseph  Bucher,  Jno,  Clendenin,  Jr. 

Cumberland  County  Temperance  Society — Nathan  Hantch,  Ja- 
cob Squire,  L.  G.  Brandeberry. 
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Walnut  Grovo  Temperance  Society— Dr.  A.  Hostetler,  Geo.  W. 
Crisvvell,  Eni  Zerbe,  Jos.  Gorgas,  Rev.  Samuel  Bowman. 

Shiremanstovvn  Temperance  Society — Bailey  Mateer,  J.  F.  Weis« 
hampel,  Jacob  Rupp,  Henry  Zearing. 

Union  Temperance  Society — C.  Stayman,  D.  Coffman,  John 
Sprout,  Benj.  Eberly,  Jr. 

Sliippensburg  Temperance  Society — Philip  Brown. 
Mechanicshurg  Temperance  Society— John  F.  Spahr,  Jacob  Dor- 
sheimer,  G.  H.  Bobb,  Dr.  J.  Weaver,  Geo.  Webert. 

New  Cumberland  Temperance  Society — John  Balsley,  David 
Reichai  d,  V.  Feeman,  John  Dobson,  Jno.  Uenormandie. 

Cedar  Spring  Temperance  Society— J.  B.  Drawbaugh,  Daniel  Bals- 
ley, Geo.  Ernest. 

Dickinson  College  Temperance  Society — T.  W.  P.  Rider,  R.  H. 
Pattison,  J.  R.  Pattison,  J.  D.  Budd,  R.  R.  Bailee,  J.  W.  Duncan,  P. 
R.  Lovejoy,  J.  H.  Reed,  A.  F,  Stewart,  Washington  Lee,  John  W. 
Tongue. 

DAUPHIN  COUNTY. 

Young  Men’s  and  Young  Ladies’  Total  Abstinence  Society  of 
Harriburg — Rev.  Wm.  R.  Dewitt,  Rev.  John  F.  Mesick,  Rev.  C.  W. 
Shted'er,  Rev.  C.  V.  Kelley,  Rev.  M.  Semple,  Hon.  J no.  C.  Bucher,  Joel 
Hinckley,  P.  C.  Keller,  D.  W.  Gross,  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  David  Flem- 
ing, Robert  Jackson  Fleming,  Stephen  Miller,  Joseph  Allison,  J.  W. 
Weir,  Robert  McElwee,  S.  D.  Ingram,  D.  Eppley,  John  L.  Speel, 
John  A.  Weir,  Geo.  S.  Whitehill. 

Washington  Temperance  Society  of  Harrisburg — Rev.  Dr.  De- 
witt, Rev.  M.  Semple,  Rev.  C.  W.  Shaeffer,  Rev.  John  F.  Mesick, 
William  Tell,  Andrew  Krause,  Maj.  John  McLaughlin,  Geo.  W. 
Boyd,  Andrew  Young,  Geo.  H.  Small,  Henry  Lawyer,  Wm.  K.  Coul- 
ston,  Washington  Barr,  John  Haviland,  David  J.  Krause,  Charles 
McMullen,  Jacob  Sanders,  William  Brown,  Geo.  Lawyer,  Wm. 
Haviland,  Philip  Daugherty,  John  Alexander,  Henry  Clark,  Geo. 
Trollinger,  Thomas  Worley,  John  Daily,  James  Gallagher,  Robert 
H.  Labille,  Rev.  E.  West,  James  Peacock,  A.  Seyford,  William  Wil- 
lis, Sen.,  Joseph  Black,  John  Rodney,  Robert  Shannon,  Geo.  F. 
Small. 

Harrisburg  Total  Abstinence  Beneficial  Society — Hon.  John  C. 
Bucher.  J.  W.  Weir,  Augustus  Troxel,  D.  W.  Gross,  W.  F.  Fahne- 
stock, Joel  Hinckley,  Stephen  Miller,  P.  Barnheisel. 

Martha  Washington  Temperance  Society  of  Harrisburg — Hon. 
John  C.  Bucher,  Rev.  M.  Semple,  Stephen  Miller,  S.  D.  Ingram,  Jo"* 
slab  Elder,  Wm.  Berry  hill. 

Dauphin  Temperance  Society — Rev.  Wm.  Cooper,  John  W.  Ar- 
thur, James  Brown,  Wm.  Bry.'son,  Alexander  McNealy,  Jno.  McNealy, 
Halifax  Temperance  Society — John  P.  Lebrich,  Abraham  Singer, 
John  M.  Bowes,  A.  Umberger,  R.  L.  Bowes,  H.  Geiger,  J.  Hassinger. 

Washington  Temperance  Society  of  Dauphin — Rev.  J.  R.  Kooks 
en,  D.  Poffenberger,  Peter  Shaeffer,  Wm.  J.  Robinson,  James  Wil- 
son, John  C.  Gross,  Daniel  H.  Young. 

Washington  Temperance  Society  of  Coxtown — Wm.  Lackey,  Jo- 
siah  C.  Young,  Wm.  Brown,  C.  A.  Coger,  John  Miller,  James  Gilles- 
pie, A.  O.  Hiester,  Esq.,  Samuel  Hale,  John  Sellers,  James  Updes 
grove,  Adam  Singer,  David  Miller,  J.  Groover,  Sr. 

Fort  Hunter  Temperance  Society — Joseph  F.  Corbett,  James  H. 
McAllister,  Wm.  F.  Heck,  Wm.  F.  Corbett,  Geo.  W.  McAllister. 
Hummelstown  Temperance  Society — Michael  Baum. 

Millersburg  Temperance  Society — Eliphalet  Reed,  Leonard  Stee- 
vcr. 
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DELAWARE  COUNTY. 

Woterville  Total  Abstinence  Society^Jos.  Weaver,  Jr.,  Dr.  Jesse 
Young,  John  E.  Hinkson. 

Delaware  County  Temperance  Society— Judge  Engle,  Jonathan 
Ezry. 

ERIE  COUNTY. 

Erie  County  Temperance  Society— James  D.  Dunlap,  Stephen  C. 

Lee. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

Southampton  Furnace  Temperance  Society — Henry  Davies. 
JUNIATA  COUNTY. 

Thompsontown  Temperance  Society — William  A.  Kinsloe,  Jesse 
B.  Evans,  Samuel  Ligget,  Wm.  Kinser,  Robert  Quick. 

LEBANON  COUNTY. 

Sabbath  School  and  Benevolent  Total  Abstinence  Society  of  Leba- 
non— Anthony  S.  Ely. 

Washington  Temperance  Society  of  Lebanon — John  Phreaner, 
John  Daniel,  William  Ritscher,  Simon  U.  George. 

LANCASTER  CITY  AND  COUNTY. 

Bellevue  Total  Abstinence  Society — A.  C.  Byers,  Joseph  Brinter. 
Washington  Total  Abstinence  Society  of  Lancaster  City — C.  W. 
Appleton. 

New  Holland  Temperance  Society  of  Lancaster — Wm.  Hiester, 
Esq. 

Churchtown  Temperance  Society — Thomas  B.  Jacobs. 

Colerain  Temperance  Society  of  Lancaster — M.  Andrews. 
Lancaster  City  Temperance  Society — Rev.  D.  D.  Lore,  Loyd 
Jones,  Rev.  Mr.  Bonsall. 

Washington  Temperance  Society  of  Columbia— S.  Jenkins,  J.  F. 
Merkley. 

Soudersburg  Union  Temperance  Society — Daniel  Gordon. 
LYCOMING  COUNTY. 

Total  Abstinence  Society  of  Williamsport — Rev.  H.  Lenhart, 
James  Gamble,  Esq. 

MIFFLIN  COUNTY. 

Washington  Temperance  Society  of  Lewistown — R.  C.  Hale,  Jas. 
A.  Cunningham. 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

Norristown  Total  Abstinence  Society — Rev.  Samuel  Aaron,  Isaaa 
March. 

NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

Milton  Total  Abstinence  Society — S.  E.  Parsons,  Joseph  Bound. 

S inbury  Temperance  Society — Peter  Purcel. 

Northunib*  riand  Temperance  Society — John  B.  Boyd. 
PHILADELPHIA  CITY  AND  COUNTY. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Temperance  Beneficial  Association — John 
W.  Ryan,  Esq. 

City  and  County  Temperance  Society— Leonard  Jewell. 

First  Levin  Total  Abstinence  Society — Joseph  Keyser. 
Philadelphia  Temperance  and  Benevolent  Association — Dr.  Wm. 
W.  Perrine. 

Temperance  Beneficial  Association,  North  Branch,  No.  3 — David 
Miller. 

Holmesburg  Temperance  Society— Geo.  W.  Holmes  and  Franklin 
Suplee. 
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Pennsylvania  State  Temperance  Society — James  C.  Vandyke, Esq. 

Delaware  Temperance  Society — William  P.  Harris. 

Beneficial  Temperance  Association,  Tyng  Branch,  No.  1 — J.  Sid- 
ney Jones. 

Southwark  Bene.ficial  Temperance  Society — Rev.  John  Woolson. 

Jefferson  and  Wm.  Penn  Temperance  Society — Lewis  C.  Levin. 

Fairmount  Young  Men’s  Temperance  Society — Jerome  Vonneida. 

South  Ward  Temperance  Society — J.  H.  Purdy. 

PERRY  COUNTY. 

Washington  Temperance  Society  of  Petersburg — David  E.  Ro- 
gers. 

Perry  County  Temperance  Society — Albert  A.  Anderson,  John 
Fertiij,  Daniel  Gaunt,  F.  McCowen,  J.  A.  Baker,  Wm.  M.  McClure 
Geo.  Barnet,  Jacob  Barnheisel,  Alexander  McClure. 

UNION  COUNTY. 

White  Spring  Temperance  Society — Samuel  Barber,  Robert  T. 
Barber,  Wm.  Wright. 

YORK  COUNTY. 

Washington  Temperance  Society  of  York — James  Walm,  Sam- 
uel Ziegler,  Adam  Worley,  Charles  Pfahler,  Philip  Frank,  Jr.,  Jacob 
Danner,  John  Wisenthal,  John  Snider,  John  Dernuth. 

York  County  Temperance  Society— Rev.  R.  Cathcart,  D.  D. 

N.  B. — The  above  list  contains  only  the  names  of  such  delegates  as 
were  in  attendance  on  the  I2th  and  I3th  inst. 

Upon  motion,  a committee  of  one  from  each  society  represented 
in  this  Convention,  was  appointed  to  nominate  officers ; when  the 
said  committee  withdrew  and  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  meet  at 
half  past  2 o’clock  this  afternoon. 


WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  January,  12,  1842. 

The  Convention  was  opened  with  prayer,  by  Rev.  D.  D.  Lore. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  J.  Engle,  S.  Salisbury  and  Rev.  Isaac  N.  Hobart 
were  appointed  a Committee  to  procure  a larger  room  for  the  meet- 
ings of  this  Convention. 

Rev.  S.  Aaron,  from  the  Committee  on  nominations  reported  the 
following  list  of  officers  for  this  Convention. 


PRESIDENT. 

LEWIS  C.  LEVIN,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 


Rev.  R.  Cathcart,  D.  D.,  of  York, 
Judge  Engle,  of  Delaware, 

J.  F.  Merklev,  of  Lancaster, 
Prof.  McCli.ntock,  of  Cumberl’d, 
Wm.  Morrison,  of  Clinton, 

CoL.  S.  Salisbury,  of  Bradford, 
Col.  R.  C.  Hale,  of  Mifflin, 

Rev.  H.  Lenhart,  of  Lycoming, 
John  W.  Ryan,  of  Philadelphia, 


Ezra  Gray,  of  Chester, 

Joseph  Bound,  of  Northumberl’d, 
Geo.  W.  Holmes,  ofPhiladelphia, 
James  Peacock,  of  Dauphin, 

W.  K.  Potts,  of  Butler, 

Hon.  j.  C.  Bucher,  of  Dauphin, 
Maj.  j.  McLaughlin,  of  do. 
Rev.  S.  Aaron,  of  Montgomery, 
J.  Sidney  Jones,  of  Philadelphia. 


SECRETARIES. 

Rud.  F.  Kelker,  of  Dauphin,  I John  Haviland,  of  Dauphin, 

Wm.  a.  Ki.nsloe,  of  Juniata,  I L.  G.  Brandebbrry,  of  Curn’ld, 

A.LLEN  Gawthrop,  of  Chester,  | Joseph  Keyser,  of  Philadelphia. 
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On  motion,  it  was 

Rgsolved,  That  Messrs.  Auld  and  Small,  be  a Committee  to  inform 
Lewis  C Levin,  Esq.,  of  his  election. 

In  a few  minutes,  Mr.  Levin  arrived,  took  the  chair,  and  in  an  ap- 
propriate address  acknowledged  the  honor  conferred  upon  him. 

On  motion,  of  Rev.  S.  Aaron,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  any  member  of  a Total  Abstinence  Society  in  this 
State,  from  any  district  not  represented  in  this  Convention,  (though 
not  a delegate,)  may  on  vote  of  this  Convention  be  elected  a mem- 
ber thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Suplee,  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed 
to  prepare  business  for  this  Convention:  Mr.  Suplee.  Rev.  D.  D. 
.Lore,  Rev.  S.  Aaron,  Leonard  Jewell,  Seth  Salisbury,  Rev.  Mr.  Ho- 
bart and  Charles  D.  Eldred,  Esq. 

On  motion,  of  Hon.  John  C.  Bucher,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  Heads 
of  Department  and  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  Pennsylvania,  be  invited  to  attend  the  sessions  of  this 
Convention  as  honorary  members  thereof. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Bucher  and  J.  Sidney  Jones,  were  appointed  a Commit- 
tee to  carry  the  above  resolution  into  effect. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  J.  C.  Bucher,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  receive  and 
embody  the  reports  of  the  respective  Temperance  Societies  repre- 
sented in  this  Convention  ; and  that  the  report  of  the  said  Commit- 
tee be  printed  with  the  minutes  of  this  body. 

Hon.  Jno.  C.  Bucher,  David  Rogers,  J.  Sidney  Jones,  Joseph  En- 
gle and  J.  B.  Mannar,  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  M.  Semple, 

Rev.  Jno.  F.  Mesick,  David  J.  Krause,  Rev.  C.  V.  Kelly,  Philip 
Daugherty  and  Ezekiel  Auld,  w'ere  appointed  a Committee  to  pro- 
cure speakers  for  a public  meeting  this  evening. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Allison,  Stephen  Miller  and  R.  B.  Groff  be 
appointed  a Committee  on  Finance,  to  settle  the  accounts  of  thisCon- 
vention,  and  that  Joseph  Allison  be  Treasurer  of  said  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Business  through  Rev.  S.  Aaron,  reported  the 
following,  which  after  a few  remarks  by  Mr.  Aaron  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  we  hail,  with  rapture,  and  unspeakable  grati- 
tude to  Divine  Providence,  the  unexampled  progress  of  that  spirit  of 
reform,  which  bids  fair  to  dethrone  Intemperance — the  master  vice  of 
Christendom,  and  to  teach  governments  what  they  should  have 
known  before,  that  their  duty  is  “to  promote  the  greatest  good  of 
the  greatest  number.” 

The  following  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  then  read  by 
Mr.  Allison  ; but  further  action  deferred  until  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  a contribution  of  one  dollar  be  levied  upon  each 
member  of  this  Convention,  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  thereof. 

Rev.  J.  F.  Mesick,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  secure  the 
services  of  gentlemen  to  address  the  public  meeting  at  the  Court 
House,  this  evening,  reported  the  following  names : Mr.  Appleton, 
Rev.  Mr.  Aaron  and  Professor  McClintock. 

On  motion  of  J.  Engle,  Esq.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  be  governed  by  the  same  rules 
which  govern  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  as  far  as  the  same  are 
applicable. 

By  request  of  Rev.  Wm.  R.  Dewitt,  Lewis  C.  Levin,  Esq.,  con- 
sented to  address  a public  meeting,  to  be  held  in  this  church,  this 
evening  at  7 o’clock. 


s 
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On  motion,  The  Convention  then  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  9 o’clock. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  January  13,  1842. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  at  9 o’clock,  by  the  President ; 
and  opened  with  prayer,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Cathcart. 

The  following  gentlemen  appeared  and  presented  their  creden* 
tials,  as  delegates  to  this  Convention,  viz  : 

From  Middle  Paxton  Temperance  Society,  of  Dauphin  County — J. 
J.  Cook,  P.  J.  Grier,  Jno.  C.  Gross,  Peter  Shzeffer,  Wm.  J.  Robinson. 

From  Susquehanna  Township  Temperance  Society,  of  Dauphin 
county — A.  O.  Hiester,  Esq. 

From  Philadelphia  Temperance  and  Benevolent  Association — Dr. 
Wm.  W.  Perrine. 

From  Pennsylvania  State  Temperance  Society— James  C.  Van- 
dyke, Esq. 

From  Marietta  Temperance  Society,  of  Lancaster  county — James 
Mehaffey,  Jr. 

From  Mechanicsburg  Temperance  Society,  of  Cumberland  coun- 
ty— Dr.  J.  Weaver. 

From  Washington  Temperance  Society,  of  Harrisburg — Rev.  E. 
West. 

From  Walnut  Grove  Temperance  Society,  of  Cumberland  coun- 
ty— Rev.  Samuel  Bowman. 

From  Washington  Temperance  Society,  of  York — John  Demuth. 

On  motion,  Messrs.  Coulston  and  Allison  were  appointed  a Com- 
mittee to  visit  the  Methodist  Church,  and  ascertain  whether  it  was 
in  a condition  to  accommodate  this  Convention,  and  to  report  imme- 
diately. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  made  ’yesterday,  was 
then  taken  up,  and  altered  so  as  to  levy  but  fifty  cents  upon  each 
member  of  the  Convention,  towards  defraying  the  expenses  there- 
of, and  the  Committee  ordered  to  proceed  to  an  immediate  discharge 
of  their  duties. 

The  Committee  relative  to  the  Methodist  Church,  having  returned, 
reported.  That  the  same  was  ready  for  the  sessions  of  this  body;  and 
upon  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  when  this  Convention  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet 
at  the  Methodist  Church,  this  afternoon  at  2 o’clock. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Business,  to  wit; 

Resolved,  That  it  is  in  the  inculcation  of  pure  and  high  morals, 
that  in  a free  republic,  w'oman  discharges  her  most  sacred  duty  and 
fulfils  her  highest  destiny. 

Resolved,  That  the  Temperance  Cause  is  well  calculated  to  waken 
up  that  spirit  of  love,  patience  and  fortitude,  which  belongs  to  the 
highminded  of  the  sex,  and  that  it  gives  to  woman  an  equal  parti- 
cipation in  one  of  the  most  magnificent  achievements,  by  which 
society  is  served  in  this  age  of  moral  enterprise. 

Resolved,  That  we  hail  with  heartfelt  gratitude,  the  personal  and 
associated  influence  of  our  fair  countrywomen,  in  the  completion  of 
this  great  work,  so  auspiciously  begun. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  view  of  this  Convention,  the  present  state 
of  the  Temperance  Cause  in  Pennsylvania  requires  a firm  adherence 
to  the  purest  temperance  principles,  not  only  to  abstain  from,  but 
to  discountenance  the  use  of  alcohol,  as  a drink,  in  every  possible 
manner. 
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' Rtsolced,  That  those  persons  who  lease  stores,  taverns  or  shops 
to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  selling  intoxicating  liquors,  are  consid> 
ered  by  this  Convention,  as  acting  in  dpposition  to  the  Temperance 
Reform  and  the  good  of  community. 

ResofvecZ— unanimously.  That  we  hail  with  pleasure,  the  passage  of 
the  act  of  our  last  Legislature,  requiring  the  publication  of  the  names 
of  those  persons  signing  petitions  for  licenses,  and  expect  much  good 
to  result  therefrom  in  the  future. 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  urge  the  local  Temperance  Societies 
to  watch,  with  the  strictest  vigilance,  the  petitions  and  recommenda- 
tions for  License,  that  may  be  presented  to  the  Courts  of  their  re- 
spective Counties,  and  remonstrate  against  them,  in  case  they  fail  to 
comply  with  the  existing  law. 

The  above  resolutions  were  then  taken  up  separately  and  each 
adopted  by  the  Convention. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  recommend  to  the  friends  of 
Temperance  throughout  the  State,  to  make  early  and  efficient  ar- 
rangements for  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  our  National 
Independence,  on  strictly  cold  water  principles. 

A number  of  resolutions  were  then  offered  by  sundry  gentlemen, 
which  were  all  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Business. 

And  upon  motion  the  Convention  then  adjourned. 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  January  13,  1842. 

The  Convention  met  in  the  Methodist  Church,  was  called  to  order 
at  2 o’clock,  by  the  President,  and  opened  with  prayer,  by  Rev. 
H.  Lenhard. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  upon 
the  Governor,  the  Heads  of  Department  and  the  Members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  to  conduct 
them  to  this  place.  And  upon  motion, 

Hon.  J.  C.  Bucher,  Seth  Salisbury  and  J.  Sidney  Jones  were  ap- 
pointed said  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Judge  Engle  it  was 

Resolved,  That  when  this  Convention  adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet 
in  this  house  at  ^ past  6 o’clock  this  evening. 

On  motion— The  one  half  ofthe  seats  of  the  Church  where  order- 
ed to  be  vacated  by  the  delegates  and  others — and  to  be  reserved 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  honorable  bodies  invited  to  attend  the 
Convention. 

The  Governor,  Heads  of  Department  and  Members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture were  then  introduced  and  took  their  seats,  as  honorary  mem- 
bers of  this  Convention. 

The  Committee  on  Business  then  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  utterly  inconsistent  with  temperance 
principles,  and  morally  wrong  for  the  friends  of  the  cause,  to  aid 
by  their  names  or  influence,  in  the  obtaining  of  Licenses  to  traffic  in 
intoxicating  drinks. 

Resolved,  That  a Committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  draft  and 
have  published,  in  connection  with  the  minutes  of  this  Convention, 
an  Address  to  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth;  and  that  the  said 
Committee  be  authorized  to  sit,  for  the  performance  of  their  duty,  af- 
ter the  adjournment  of  this  body. 
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And  on  motion,  Lewis  C.  Levin,  Esq.,  James  C.  Vandyke,  Esq., 
Rev.  D.  D.  Lore,  Prof.  McCIintock  and  Hon.  J.  C.  Bucher,  were  ap- 
pointed said  Committee.  * 

liesoloed,  That  we  recommend  the  organization  of  Total  Absti- 
nence Societies  in  all  our  Sabbath  and  Common  Schools,  as  a part 
and  parcel  of  their  moral  discipline. 

Resolved,  That  a Committee  of  three  persons  be  appointed,  to  ob- 
tain, if  possible,  a hearing  from  a Committee  of  the  Legislature,  at 
an  early  dajq  on  the  great  subject  of  the  Temperance  Reform,  for  the 
purpose  of  impressing  that  body  with  a still  deeper  sense  of  the  re- 
lation which  they  sustain  to  this  great  branch  of  public  morals. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  following  petition  to  the  differ- 
ent Societies  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  an  important  one,  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature,  during  their  present  session. 

2’o  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

Commonwealth  eyf  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assemhly  met: 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned  citizens  of  said  Commonwealth, 
respectfully  represents — 

That  we  believe  a large  majority  of  the  citizens  of  several  sec- 
tions of  our  State  are  satisfied,  after  the  most  mature  consideration 
and  observation,  that  the  present  License  Laws  of  this  State  have 
entirely  failed  to  effect  the  objects  for  which  they  were  enacted,  and 
we  believe  that  the  dictates  of  sound  policy,  and  the  best  interests 
of  our  citizens  require  the  cause  of  Intemperance  to  be  removed, 
rather  than  the  punishment  of  the  subjects  of  its  legitimate  effects  : 

Therefore,  your  Petitioners  earnestly  pray,  that  the  laws  may  be 
so  altered  or  amended,  that  the  qualified  electors  of  each  Township, 
Ward  or  Borough,  may  determine  at  the  Polls,  whether  the  present 
retail  system  shall  continue  among  them  or  not.  And  we  will  as  in 
duty  bound,  ever  represent  to  your  honorable  bodies  such  subjects 
as  we  believe  will  tend  to  the  perpetuation  of  our  happy  form  of 
Government,  and  the  general  good. 

And  on  motion,  the  Convention  then  adjourned. 


THURSDAY  EVENING,  January  13,  1842. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  at  half  past 
6 o’clock,  and  opened  with  prayer,  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Shaeffer. 

J.  Engle,  Esq.,  from  the  Committee  on  Petitions,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing form,  which  was  adopted. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Penn~ 

sylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met ; 

The  undersigned  citizens  of  county  would  most  respect- 

fully and  earnestly  pray,  that  that  portion  of  the  Law,  authorizing 
the  Courts  to  license  Oyster  Cellars  and  Eating  Houses  of  every  de- 
scription, be  repealed  by  your  honorable  bodies.  And  your  peti- 
tioners will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray,  &c. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Bucher,  from  the  Committee  on  Reports,  then  present- 
ed such  reports  of  the  respective  Societies  represented  in  this  Con- 
vention, as  had  been  handed  to  him,  by  diffe.''ent  delegates.  [It  is 
proper,  here  to  remark,  that  a great  number  of  the  delegates  made 
no  report  of  the  state  of  the  Societies  they  represented— having 
come  unprepared — and  that  consequently  the  Tabular  Statement 
prepared  by  the  Secretaries  of  the  Convention,  at  the  request  of  nu- 
merous delegates,  will  by  no  means  give  a just  idea  of  the  number 
of  Temperance  men,  actually  represented  in  Convention.] 
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The  Committee  on  Business  reported  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  fully  approve  of  the  effort  to  es- 
tablish Temperance  Houses  of  Entertainment  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  recommend  that  the  first  inquiry  of  Temperance  men,  upon 
entering  a strange  community  be,  “ ff'/iere  is  Che  Temperaiice  House!'' 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  earnestly  recommend  to  all  the 
friends  of  Temperance,  that  so  far  as  practicable,  they  patronize 
none  but  Temperance  Groceries. 

Resolved,  That  two  of  the  strongest  holds  of  Intemperance  are 
the  sanction  given  by  law  to  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors,  and 
the  encouragement  afforded  to  moderate  drinkers  by  the  usage  of 
professed  Christians  and  Christian  teachers ; and  that  we  do  not  re- 
cognise such  statutes  as  righteous  law,  nor  such  usage  as  compatible 
with  pure  Christianity. 

Resolved,  That  the  “Youth’s  Temperance  Advocate,”  a paper  pub- 
lished by  the  Temperance  Union  in  New  York,  is  worthy  of  a place 
in  every  Sabbath  School  and  every  family. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  views  with  pleasure  the  organiza 
tion  of  the  Youth  of  the  United  States,  under  the  name  of  the  “Cold 
Water  Army,"  and  would  recommend  to  the  adult  Societies  through- 
out Pennsylvania,  to  countenance  such  organizations  in  their  re- 
spective neighborhoods. 

The  said  Committee  also  reported  the  following 

DECLARATION^. 

We,  the  Temperance  delegates,  now  in  Convention  assembled,  do 
solemnly  declare,  that  the  License  Law,  however  cautiously  it  may 
have  been  framed,  is  incompatible  with  the  objects  of  the  institution 
of  civil  government;  and  is  fraught  with  demoralizing  tendencies ; 
and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  legislators,  not  to  give  sanction  to  licentious- 
ness, but  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  community,  by  passing  such 
laws  as  are  calculated  to  promote  the  virtue  of  the  people:  And  that, 
while  we  admit  that  the  extent  and  aggravation  of  the  acknowledged 
evil  are  the  most  cogent  of  all  reasons  for  a sweeping  prohibitory 
enactment,  yet  we  feel  it  our  duty  (while  we  fully  rely  on  the  ulti'. 
mate  triumph  of  the  broad  principles  above  set  forth,)  to  press  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  such  modifications  of  the  pres~ 
ent  License  Law,  as  shall  soothe  suffering  humanity,  without  spread- 
ing the  disease — and  which  carry  with  them  the  principles  of  pro- 
gressive and  permanent  improvement ; 

Which  declaration  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  S.  Aaron,  it  was 

iZesoIved— unanimously.  That  this  Convention  feels  sensibly  the 
high  honor  conferred  upon  them  by  the  courtesy  evinced  by  the  Go- 
vernor, Heads  of  Department  and  Members  of  the  Legislature,  in  at- 
tending in  a body  our  afternoon  session,  and  that  we  hereby  tender 
them  our  vote  of  sincere  thanks. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  as  much  depends  upon  the  concerted  action  of  the 
friends  of  Temperance  throughout  this  Commonwealth,  and  in  or- 
der that  this  may  be  better  accomplished  : 

Resolved,  That  a State  Central  Committee  of  fifteen  gentlemen  be 
appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  adopt  ways  and  means  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  great  end  in  view.  That  at  least  seven  shall  be 
residents  of  Dauphin  county,  and  that  five  shall  constitute  a quorum. 
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The  following  persons  were  then  chosen,  by  the  Convention,  said 
Committee:  ' 

Hon.  JOHN  C.  BUCHER,  of  Dauphin, 

RUDOLPH  F.  KELKER,  of  Dauphin, 

STEPHEN  MILLER,  of  Dauphin, 

Rev.  SAMUEL  AARON,  of  Monigomery, 

JACOB  F.  MERKLEY,  Esq.,  of  Lancaster, 

Rev.  HENRY  LENHARD,  of  Lycoming, 

LEONARD  .TEWELL,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia, 

Hon.  JOSEPH  ENGLE,  of  Delaware, 

JAMES  BURNS,  Esq.,  of  Mifflin, 

JOEL  HINCKLEY,  of  Daunhin, 

A.  O.  HIESTER,  of  Dauphin, 

SAMUEL  WOODWARD,  of  Philadelphia, 

JAMES  W.  WEIR,  of  Dauphin, 

Rev.  M.  SEMPLE,  of  Dauphin, 

C.  W.  APPLETON,  Esq.,  of  Lancaster. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  all  the  Temperance  Associa- 
tions ofthis  Commonwealth,  to  appoint  delegates  to  meet  in  Conven- 
tion in  the  Borough  of  Harrisburg,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
January,  1843,  and  that  the  said  Societies  furnish  the  chairman  of 
their  respective  delegations  with  a report  embracing  the  names  of 
their  officers,  and  the  number  of  members  belonging  to  the  associa- 
tion, together  with  any  other  information  they  may  think  proper  to 
lay  before  the  Convention. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  the 
trustees  of  the  Baptist  and  Methodist  Churches,  for  their  kindness  in 
opening  the  same  for  our  acccommodation. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  S.  Aaron,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  the 
President,  Vice  Presidents  and  Secretaries,  for  the  able  and  satis- 
factory manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  their  duties. 

Which  resolution  was  responded  to  by  the  President,  for  himself 
and  on  behalf  of  the  other  officers,  in  a very  feeling  and  appropriate 
manner. 

The  Secretaries  were  then  appointed  a Committee  to  publish  in 
pamphlet  form,  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

After  a closing  prayer  and  benediction  by  Rev.  R.  Cathcarf,  D.  D., 
the  Convention  adjourned  sine  die. 
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ADDRESS 

OF  THE  " 

STATE  TEMPERANCE  CONVENTION, 

TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Fellow  Citizens  : — If  we  could  have  needed  any  addi- 
tional evidence  that  all  things  are  working  together  for  good, 
to  those  who  labor  for  that  which  is  most  dear  to  God 
upon  earth — the  greatest  happiness  of  the  greatest  number — 
that  evidence  would  be  afforded  by  the  late  unexampled  pro- 
gress of  the  Temperance  movement — a movement,  which  is 
now  felt  to  be  as  irresistible  as  the  fixed  laws  of  nature.  We 
listen  in  fancy  to  the  thrilling  eloquence  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  in  convention, — the  unanimous  shout  of 
generous  devotion  which  still  peals  in  our  ears  from  yester- 
day— we  leel  nobler  and  more  hopeful  views  of  humanity 
awakened,  and  we  walk  with  prouder  steps,  freemen  among 
a people  who  were  and  deserved  to  be  free. 

It  is  time,  however,  now  that  our  first  transports  have  some- 
what subsided,  to  regard  our  exact  position.  A fair  promise 
of  ameliorated  institutions  lies  before  us.  Powers  once  for- 
midable, have  been  crushed,  or  weakened;  new  experience 
of  the  workings  of  our  State  machine  have  been  gained  ; new 
questions  of  vital  interest  have  been  suggested,  discussed  and 
acted  upon.  The  storm  which  has  been  so  long  gathering, 
has  done  in  an  hour  the  work  of  years.  We  have  passed  in- 
to a new  state  of  things,  and  new  feelings  have  been  awaken- 
ed during  the  transition.  We  propose  to  indicate  a few  of 
the  changes  which  have  come  over  the  spirits  of  men. 

The  first  cause  of  congratulation  in  surveying  our  position, 
is,  that  heartier  union  and  quicker  and  closer  mutual  intelli- 
gence exist  among  the  great  body  of  reformers,  than  has  been 
known  at  any  time  since  the  dawn  ot  temperance  principles. 
We  now  strike  boldly  at  the  heart  of  a system,  where  but  a 
few  years  ago  others  only  skirmished  with  the  out-works  ; we 
look  to  social  evils  in  their  remote  and  irresistible  causes,  as 
well  as  in  their  disastrous  and  almost  necessary  results,  and 
we  know  that  there  exists  a salutary  determination  among 
the  people,  that  no  acknowledged  abuse  be  sheltered  by  pro- 
scription or  privileged  by  its  antiquity. 

During  the  first  thirty  years  of  the  present  century,  the  de- 
velopement  of  our  powers  as  a nation  was  truly  astonishing. 
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All  the  sources  of  wealth, — commercial,  mamifactiirlng  and 
agricultural,— were  opened  up,  and  flooded  the  country 
with  prosperity.  One  of  the  consequences  of  this  sudden  in- 
flux of  wealth,  was  the  great  increase  of  what  may  be  de- 
nominated a superior  cast  of  the  middle  class,  who,  although 
nine-tenths  of  them  are  actually  living  on  the  retail  gains  of 
their  grandfathers,  look  with  horror  at  the  occupation  of  their 
sires,  and  would  think  it  contamination  to  measure  out  broad- 
cloth, and  sell  silver  spoons,  as  they  did.  This  class,  having 
become  profligate,  riotous  in  living,  reckless  in  expenditure, 
and  unthrifty  in  habits,  imparted  to  the  middle  and  lower 
grades  of  society  the  evil  contagion  of  their  manners ; and 
the  spirit  thus  awakened,  connected  and  intertwined  itself  in 
a thousand  ways,  \\ith  all  our  national  movements.  Hence 
that  universal  suffering  which  was  found  to  exist  in  individ- 
ual suffering,  and  which  was  readily  traced  to  the  traffic  in 
intoxicating  liquors, — a traffic,  that  daring  the  last  ten  years 
has  cost  the  nation  a direct  tax  of  six  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  an  indirect  tax  of  six  hundred  millions  of  dollars 

But  the  waves  of  knowledge  havm  dashed  across  this  self- 
elevated  barrier,  and  are  slowly,  but  resisllcssly  approaching 
the  ver}^  base  upon  which  Alcohol  has  built  his  throne.  The 
spirit  of  reform  has  penetrated  our  legislative  halls,  and  the 
circumstances  under  whish  the  Governor  and  his  Cabinet, 
the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representavies  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  met  the  delegates  in  convention,  have  breathed 
into  the  people  the  breath  of  a new  life,  and  awakened  up  re- 
newed confidence  in  the  disposition  of  our  legislators,  to  unite 
with  us  in  carrying  out  such  safe  and  effectual  measures,  as 
shall  bear  with  them  the  principle  of  permanent  improvement. 

Tt  may,  indeed,  be  thought,  from  the  facility  with  which 
many  of  our  laws  are  amended  or  repealed,  that  the  present 
license  law  may  be  as  easily  modified  as  any  other  ordinary 
statute;  yet  a single  glance  will  satisfy  an  inquirer,  that  there 
are  few  subjects  where  prejudice  has  greater  sway  than  in 
this,  or  where  the  public  good  is  more  liable  to  be  sacrificed 
to  local  and  individual  interests,  partial  benefit,  and  narrow 
views.  Important  improvements  in  the  state  of  human  so- 
ciety are  seldom  effected  abruptly.  The  commencement  is 
commonly  unnoticed.  By  degress  the  process  enlarges,  and 
the  alteration  ferments  through  society,  until  in  due  time  the 
effects  are  seen  in  the  new  circumstances  which  arise,  and 
in  the  novel  influences  of  those  circumstances  upon  the  char- 
acter of  the  people. 

Since  the  law  of  1 834,  and  during  the  comparative  sleep 
of  the  public  mind,  the  Legislature  remained  in  a state  of 
helpless,  hopeless  inactivity.  Such  has  been  its  dread  of 
calling  first  principles  into  question,  that  even  acknowledged 
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abuses  were  permitted  to  remain,  until  their  wide  spread  ef- 
fects convulsed  the  very  bosom  of  society. 

The  first  step  towards  moral  legislation  was  taken  during 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  by  requiring  all  those  who 
intended  to  petition  the  courts  for  licenses,  to  give  notice  of 
said  intention,  in  at  lea«t  one  paper  published  in  the  county 
where  the  said  applicant  may  reside,  for  ten  days  previous  to 
such  application,  accompanied  with  the  names  of  those  who 
recommend  said  applicant.  It  was  supposed  that  \\\e  puhlici- 
iy  and  responsibilify  thus  given,  would  deter  respectable  men 
from  signing  the  application,  and  thus  destroy  the  hidden  re- 
sources of  the  rum-seller.  This  palpable  improvement  upon 
the  law  of  1834,  may  be  considered  as  an  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Legislature,  that  the  general  welfare  required 
an  additional  restraint  upon  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors. 
But  after  all,  this  was  only  softening  down  the  most  offensive 
features  of  the  abuse,  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  retain 
the  abuse  itself.  Jt  is  now  universally  admitted,  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  restrain  any  traffic  which  is  in- 
jurious to  the  general  welfare,  and  to  conform  the  degree  of 
restraint  to  the  requirements  of  the  pulilic  good.  The  duty 
to  restrain  includes  the  duty  to  prohibit.  Idie  law  of  1834 
fully  illustrates  the  truth  of  this  position,  for  it  embodies  the 
doctrine  for  which  we  have  contended,  and  is  i?i  iisdf,  to  a 
certain  extent,  a prohibitory  law.  Jt  prohibits  a tavern-keep- 
er or  retailer  from  allowing  any  kind  of  games  on  his  premi- 
ses. It  prohibits  him  from  harboring  or  entertaining  a minor, 
apprentice,  or  servant,  knowing  him  to  be  such.  Jt  prohibits 
him  from  collecting  a debt  contracted  for  liquor  of  any  kind. 
Jt  prohibits  all  persons  from  keeping  a tavern,  or  retailing  li- 
quors nithout  a license. 

And  yet  the  evil  has  continued  to  increase  under  the  action 
or  rather  sanction  of  this  license  law,  the  practical  effect  of 
which  has  been  to  lighten  the  burden,  by  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  its  supporters  ! 

But  we  are  told  that  if  we  complain  of  the  law,  we  have  a 
remedy  at  the  ballot-box.  No  doubt.  But  the  moment  we 
attempt  to  exercise  our  constitutional  right, — the  moment  we 
determine  to  merge  all  minor  considerations  in  the  discharge 
of  a great  elementary  duty,  we  are  charged  with  an  attempt 
to  connect  temperance  with  politics.  In  what  manner,  then, 
shall  w^e  refute  this  calumny,  and  bring  the  issue  fully  and 
fairly  before  the  people,  so  as  to  avoid  precipitation  on  the  one 
side,  and  that  vexatious  delay  on  the  other,  which  too  often 
passes  under  the  name  of  deliberation  ? 

The  great  question  to  he  decided  is,  whether  the  people 
are  intelligent  and  virtuous,  or  whether  they  are  (as  the  advo- 
^tes  for  the  license  system  contend,)  vicious  and  corrupt. 
The  collective  sense  of  the  people,  not  the  decision  of  ticelve 
men,  will  enable  us  to  arrive  at  a correct  conclusion.  We 
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ask  then,  for  the  passage  of  a law,  “that  shall  put  it  in  the 
power  of  a majority  of  the  qualified  voters  in  each  ward,  bo- 
rough or  township,  to  say,  in  a manner  that  shall  not  interfere 
with  the  strifes  of  party  politics,  whether  there  shall  be  any 
person  or  persons  licensed  in  such  borough,  ward  or  township, 
or  not.” 

Such  a law  would  strictly  conform  to  the  broad  principles 
of  our  government,  and  inspire  a fearless  trust  in  the  knowl- 
edge and  virtue  of  the  people.  Let  our  legislature  pass  such 
a law,  and  we  shall  speedily  surmount  the  commercial  unea- 
siness under  which  the  State  is  now  laboring:  we  shall  ad- 
vance every  day  in  the  knowledge,  which  is  power,  and  which 
leads  to  liberty,  safety,  and  prosperity,  and  thus  establish  this 
great  country  in  the  same  position  in  morals,  that  it  occupies 
in  science  and  the  arts.  Now  the  march  of  time  is  quick. 
Alike  within  and  around  us,  centuries  are  being  crowded  into 
brief  lustrums.  The  spirit  of  enlightened  reform  was  never 
more  powerfully  at  work  than  now ; and  it  goes  at  once  to 
the  heart  of  those  existing  evils  for  whose  extinction  we 
have  been  laboring  by  a thousand  means  and  devices. — 
Strong  as  is  the  moral  power  attained,  strong,  too,  is  the  re- 
sistance to  be  overcome  ; and  we  expect  every  man  to  do  his 
duty.  There  are  thousands  now  idle,  w'ho  are  willing  and 
able  to  work.  Many  remain  hopelessly  inactive,  because 
their  opportunities  for  exertion  are  few,  or  their  influence  cir- 
cumscribed ; thus  a large  portion  of  the  friends  of  the  cause 
are  unjust  to  themselves. 

If  every  brick  of  a building  or  grain  of  rock  could  be  sud- 
denly imbued  with  voluntary  power,  and  under  an  impres- 
sion of  individual  insignificance,  should  break  the  law  of  co- 
hesion, where  would  be  the  mansion  or  the  mountain?  Let 
every  man  then,  bring  his  moral  power,  be  it  what  it  may, 
into  action — let  each  give  his  mite  to  the  general  stock,  and 
we  shall  soon  see  the  renovated  social  fabric  springing  up  as 
by  magic.  It  becomes  the  duty  of  all  good  citizens  to  pour 
memorial  upon  memorial  into  the  legislative  hall,  praying  for 
the  passage  of  the  law  above  set  forth,  which  will  at  once 
check  the  progress  of  demoralization,  and  close  the  fatal 
chasm  in  our  social  system.  The  respectability,  which  the 
law  now  gives  to  the  traffic,  would  then  be  taken  away — the 
icy  barriers,  now  in  the  way  of  the  full  exercise  of  moral 
power,  would  dissolve — the  monster  that  now  grasps  the  soul, 
that  he  may  devour  the  body,  would  wax  faint,  and  one  long, 
loud,  appalling  peal  of  moral  thunder  will  herald  his  exile 
into  friendly  darkness,  or  perchance  into  that  lasting  perdition 
which  his  malignity  has  prescribed  for  man. 
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